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Journalists code of ethics
Preanbl e

Menbers of the Society of Professional Journalists believe that public
enlightenment is the forerunner of justice and the foundation of denocracy.
The duty of the journalist is to further those ends by seeking truth and
providing a fair and conprehensive account of events and issues.
Conscientious journalists fromall nedia and specialties strive to serve the
public with thoroughness and honesty. Professional integrity is the
cornerstone of a journalist's credibility. Menbers of the Society share a
dedication to ethical behavior and adopt this code to declare the Society's
principles and standards of practice.

Seek Truth and Report It

Journal i sts should be honest, fair and courageous in gathering, reporting
and interpreting informtion.

Journal i sts shoul d:

Test the accuracy of information fromall sources and exercise care to avoid
i nadvertent error. Deliberate distortion is never permssible. Diligently
seek out subjects of news stories to give themthe opportunity to respond to
al | egati ons of w ongdoi ng.

I dentify sources whenever feasible. The public is entitled to as much
i nformati on as possible on sources' reliability.

Al ways question sources’ notives before prom sing anonymty. Carify
conditions attached to any prom se nade in exchange for information. Keep
prom ses.

Make certain that headlines, news teases and pronotional material, photos,
vi deo, audi o, graphics, sound bites and quotations do not m srepresent. They
shoul d not oversinplify or highlight incidents out of context.

Never distort the content of news photos or video. |Image enhancenent for
technical clarity is always perm ssible. Label nontages and photo
illustrations.

Avoid m sl eading re-enactnments or staged news events. If re-enactnment is
necessary to tell a story, label it.

Avoi d undercover or other surreptitious nmethods of gathering informtion
except when traditional open nmethods will not yield information vital to the
public. Use of such nethods should be explained as part of the story.

Never plagiari ze.

Tell the story of the diversity and magni tude of the human experience
bol dly, even when it is unpopular to do so.

Exam ne their own cultural values and avoid inposing those val ues on others.

Avoi d stereotyping by race, gender, age, religion, ethnicity, geography,
sexual orientation, disability, physical appearance or social status.



Support the open exchange of views, even views they find repugnant.

G ve voice to the voiceless; official and unofficial sources of information
can be equally valid.

Di stingui sh between advocacy and news reporting. Analysis and comentary
shoul d be | abel ed and not m srepresent fact or context.

Di stinguish news from advertising and shun hybrids that blur the |ines
bet ween the two.

Recogni ze a special obligation to ensure that the public's business is
conducted in the open and that governnment records are open to inspection.

Mnimze Harm

Et hical journalists treat sources, subjects and coll eagues as human bei ngs
deserving of respect.

Journal i sts shoul d:

Show conpassi on for those who may be affected adversely by news coverage.
Use special sensitivity when dealing with children and inexperienced sources
or subjects.

Be sensitive when seeking or using interviews or photographs of those
af fected by tragedy or grief.

Recogni ze that gathering and reporting information nay cause harm or
di sconfort. Pursuit of the news is not a |icense for arrogance.

Recogni ze that private people have a greater right to control information
about thenselves than do public officials and others who seek power,

i nfluence or attention. Only an overriding public need can justify intrusion
into anyone’s privacy.

Show good taste. Avoid pandering to lurid curiosity.

Be cautious about identifying juvenile suspects or victinms of sex crines.

Be judicious about nam ng crimnal suspects before the formal filing of
char ges.

Bal ance a crimnal suspect’s fair trial rights with the public’s right to be
i nf or ned.

Act | ndependently

Journalists should be free of obligation to any interest other than the
public's right to know.

Jour nal i sts shoul d:
Avoid conflicts of interest, real or perceived.

Remain free of associations and activities that nay conprom se integrity or
damage credibility.

Refuse gifts, favors, fees, free travel and special treatnent, and shun
secondary enploynent, political involvenent, public office and service in
community organi zations if they conpronmise journalistic integrity.



Di scl ose unavoi dabl e conflicts.
Be vigilant and courageous about holding those with power accountable.

Deny favored treatnment to advertisers and special interests and resist their
pressure to influence news coverage.

Be wary of sources offering information for favors or noney; avoid bidding
for news.

Be Account abl e

Journalists are accountable to their readers, listeners, viewers and each
ot her .

Journal i sts shoul d:

Clarify and explain news coverage and invite dialogue with the public over
journalistic conduct.

Encourage the public to voice grievances agai nst the news nedia.
Admt m stakes and correct them pronptly.

Expose unet hical practices of journalists and the news nedi a.
Abi de by the sane high standards to which they hold others.

Sigma Delta Chi’s first Code of Ethics was borrowed fromthe Anmerican

Soci ety of Newspaper Editors in 1926. In 1973, Sigma Delta Chi wote its own
code, which was revised in 1984 and 1987. The present version of the Society
of Professional Journalists’ Code of Ethics was adopted in Septenber 1996
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