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| SWEAR by Apollo the physician, and Aescul apius, and Health, and Al -
heal, and all the gods and goddesses, that, according to ny ability and
judgnent, | will keep this OCath and this stipulation- to reckon himwho
taught me this Art equally dear to nme as ny parents, to share ny
substance with him and relieve his necessities if required; to | ook
upon his offspring in the sanme footing as ny own brothers, and to teach
themthis art, if they shall wish to learn it, without fee or
stipulation; and that by precept, lecture, and every other node of

instruction, I will inpart a knowl edge of the Art to nmy own sons, and
those of ny teachers, and to disciples bound by a stipulation and oath
according to the law of medicine, but to none others. | will follow that

system of regi nen which, according to ny ability and judgnent, |

consider for the benefit of ny patients, and abstain from whatever is
del eterious and m schievous. | wll give no deadly nedicine to any one

I f asked, nor suggest any such counsel; and in like manner I wll not
give to a wonan a pessary to produce abortion. Wth purity and with
holiness I will pass nmy life and practice nmy Art. | wll not cut persons
| abori ng under the stone, but will leave this to be done by nen who are
practitioners of this work. Into whatever houses | enter, I will go into
them for the benefit of the sick, and will abstain from every voluntary
act of mschief and corruption; and, further fromthe seduction of
females or males, of freenmen and sl aves. \Watever, in connection with ny
prof essi onal practice or not, in connection with it, | see or hear, in
the life of men, which ought not to be spoken of abroad, I wll not

di vul ge, as reckoning that all such should be kept secret. Wile |
continue to keep this Gath unviolated, may it be granted to nme to enjoy
life and the practice of the art, respected by all nmen, in all tines!

But should |I trespass and violate this Gath, may the reverse be ny | ot!
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The Hi ppocratic Qath

| swear by Apollo the physician, by Aescul apius, Hygeia, and Panacea,
and | take to witness all the gods, all the goddesses, to keep according
to ny ability and ny judgenent the follow ng Gath:

| do solemmly swear by whatever | hold nost sacred, that | will be |oya
to the profession of nedicine and just and generous to its Menbers.

That | wll lead ny life and practice nmy Art in uprightness and honor

That into whatsoever hone | shall enter it shall be for the good of the
sick and the well to the utnost of my power and that | wll hold nyself
al oof fromwong and fromcorruption and fromthe tenpting of others to
Vi ce.

That | will exercise ny Art, solely for the cure of ny patients and the
prevention of disease and will give no drugs and perform no operation
for a crimnal purpose and far |ess suggest such thing.



That what soever | shall see or hear of the lives of nen and wonen which
is not fitting to be spoken, | wll keep inviolably secret.

These things | do promise and in proportion as | amfaithful to this
oat h, may happi ness and good repute be ever mne, the opposite if |
shal | be foresworn.

Modern Hi ppocratic Cath

| swear to fulfill, to the best of ny ability and judgnent, this
covenant :
I will respect the hard-won scientific gains of those physicians in

whose steps | wal k, and gladly share such know edge as is mne with
those who are to follow

Il will apply, for the benefit of the sick, all measures which are
requi red, avoiding those twin traps of overtreatnent and therapeutic
ni hilism

I will remenber that there is art to nmedicine as well as science, and
the warnth, synpathy and understandi ng may outwei gh the surgeon's knife
or the chem st's drug.

Il will not be ashamed to say 'I know not,' nor will | fail to call in ny
col | eagues when the skills of another are needed for a patient's
recovery.

I will respect the privacy of nmy patients, for their problens are not

di sclosed to ne that the world may know. Mbst especially nust | tread
with the care in matters of life and death. If it is given ne to save a
life, all thanks. But it may also be within nmy power to take a life;
this awesone responsibility nmust be faced wth great hunbl eness and

awareness of ny own frailty. Above all, | nust not play at God.
Il will renmenber that | do not treat a fever chart, or a cancerous
grow h, but a sick human being, whose illness may affect the person's

famly and economc stability.

My responsibility includes these related problens, if | amto care
adequately for the sick.

I wll prevent disease whenever | can, for prevention is preferable to
cure.
I wll renmenber that | remain a nmenber of society, with specia

obligations to all my fellow human bei ngs, those sound of m nd and body,
as well as the infirm

If I do not violate this oath, may | enjoy life and art, respected while
I live and renenbered with affection thereafter. May | always act so as
to preserve the finest traditions of ny calling and may | | ong
experience the joy of healing those who seek mny hel p.



